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Welcome to Westminster! 

 
 
Autumn Term Newsletter  
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome to a brand-new year at Swineshead St Mary’s. I hope you have all had a lovely 
summer and a relaxing break. I would like to take this opportunity to share all the Westminster 
routines with you and everything you should need to know to get this year off to a great start.  
 

Your Westminster team this year is Mrs Done (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) Mrs Ager 
(Thursday and Friday) and Mr Magee. Please take note of this when sending messages to ensure 
you have the correct member of staff for the day.  
 
The KS1 gate will open at 8.45am for a 8.55am start. You will bring your child onto the 
playground and they will line up when the bell goes at 8.55. The teacher will then take all the 
children into class. If you have a message for the teacher please send this via dojo or tell the 
teacher on duty before 8.55. The children will be collected from the door next to Westminster at 
3.15pm. This system is a little different to last year but we hope to make the start of the day 
much more productive to support the children’s learning.  
 
P.E.  
 

PE will take place every week on Monday. Please send your child to school in uniform with their 
PE kit in a separate bag. Your child will get changed for PE in school. All of your child’s PE kit 
must be named. The P.E kit should be appropriate for indoor and outdoor P.E and should consist 
of a white t-shirt, black shorts and pumps.  
 

Our first PE session will take place on the second week back – Monday 12th September, so 
please make sure the children bring their PE kit with them so it is in school for this day. This will 
then stay in school until half term.   
  



Reading and Phonics  
 
We will be continuing with the phonics scheme Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. This 
scheme is a full letters and sounds programme with a consistent approach and will ensure your 
child will be given the best possible foundation for reading, writing and language skills. Most 
children in Westminster will have completed the phonics program already however it is 
something you might want to be aware of. Once the children are confident readers they will 
move on to Accelerated Reader (AR). This is where they will have a book of their choice (within 
their accessed level.) They will be able to read this book at home and at school. Once the book is 
complete they will be able to take a comprehension test at school to see if they have understood 
the book they have read.   
 

The ‘Home School Record’ will continue this year for you to record when your child has read. 
Please ensure that it is in school every day. Dojo points are awarded for daily reading and AR 
tests, but only if the home school record is signed.  
 

For the first term, we will be focusing our learning around the theme ‘Marvellous me’. The 
children will be learning about themselves, where they live and the history around their lives.  
 
In English, we will be exploring the story ‘A child of book’ by Oliver Jeffers and ‘Dogger’ by 
Shirly Hughes.   
 

Homework  
 
The children will receive one piece of Mathematics or one of English/phonics homework each 
week, which will depend on what they have been learning during the week. They will also be 
given weekly spellings to practice at home. Homework and spellings will be given out each 
Wednesday in the homework folder and is expected back in school on the following Monday. 
The children will also do spelling test on a Monday morning.  
 
What to Bring  
 
On the first day please bring, P.E. bag, coat or hat (weather dependent), book/school bag and 
lunch box (if required) these will be stored on their pegs or in their trays. Please can you make 
sure that everything is clearly labelled with your child’s name so we are able to return any lost 
items to the correct child.  
The children will not need a pencil case or any of their own resources, if these are bought into 
school they will be sent home again.  
 

This is going to be a really exciting and interesting time for your child and we are thoroughly 
looking forward to teaching them and seeing how they grow and learn throughout the year.  
 
If you have any queries or concerns regarding your child, please feel free to come and see us or, 
alternatively, send us a message on ClassDojo. The door is always open so please do not 
hesitate to contact us.  
 
Kind regards,  
Mrs Done & Mrs Ager 


